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Background 
 
When it comes to determining whether a health and 
wellness program, initiative, policy, or strategy is 
successful in Indigenous communities, the default is to 
either measure them using an existing evaluation method 
or framework to determine its value and impact. Most of 
these perspectives are not Indigenous informed or, at the 
very least, are not collaboratively developed with 
Indigenous communities or Peoples. There is a need for 
evaluation methods or frameworks to be informed, 
developed, and implemented by Indigenous communities. 
This can begin by being informed by the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

or by working directly with the Indigenous communities to collaborate on a new or adapted evaluation 
framework. Nonetheless, by developing Indigenous evaluation frameworks there would be potential to 
transform the way Indigenous people interact with the health system and the way the health system 
measures success in improving the health of Indigenous peoples. My research will explore the 
development of an evaluation framework that would be informed by Indigenous communities and 
epistemologies.  
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